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Port Columbus National 
Civil War Naval Museum

Th e  y e ars  18 61 to 18 65 are  uniq ue  in naval 
h is tory . Port C olum bus  re late s  th e  h is tory  of both  
th e  US and C onfe de rate  Navie s , and th e  pride  of 
Port C olum bus  is  th e  USS Water Witch, a re plica 
of a gunboat th at w as  e m ploy e d by  both  navie s  
during th e  cours e  of th e  w ar. Th is  full- s cale  
re production w as  pains tak e ly  re cons tructe d 
us ingus ing th e  original draw ings  and ph otograph s . 
Additional m us e um  e xh ibits  fe ature  one  of  th e  
be lls  from  th e  original W ate r W itch , as  w e ll as  
one  of  h e r flags  and a Bible  th at be longe d to th e  
USN cre w . W alk ing th e  de ck  of th e  USS Water 
Witch is  to w allk  into Am e rica’s  pas t.

1002 Victory Drive
Columbus, GA 31901

706.357.9798 
visitor@portcolumbus.org

Th e  Am e rican C ivil W ar is  arguably  th e  m os t 
s tudie d pe riod of Am e rican H is tory . Th e  nam e s  
Le e , Grant, Lincoln, and battle s  s uch  as  
Ge tty s burg are  k now n to m os t Am e ricans . Th e  
s ignificance  of C ivil W ar Navie s  h ow e ve r, is  little  
k now n outs ide  th e  fam ous  firs t battle  of 
ironclads  be tw e e n th e  Monitor and th e  
Virginia-MerrimacVirginia-Merrimac. Th e  National C ivil W ar Naval 
M us e um , locate d in C olum bus  GA, te lls  th at little  
k now n — but crucial —navy  s tory ; it is  th e  only  
m us e um  in th e  Unite d State s  de dicate d to te lling 
th e  s torie s  of Sailors , Soldie rs  and C ivilians , 
both  Fre e  and Ens lave d, w h o s e rve d in or w e re  
affe cte d by  th e  Navie s  of th e  Am e rican C ivil W ar.

Cove r art, Point Blank , by  Tom  Fre e m an. Prints  available  at m us e um .

The WAter Witch

Ap p roxim ate
Driving Dis tance s

H OURS OF OPERATION

ADM ISSION FEE

TUES -  SAT  10 AM  -  4:30 PM
SUN -  M ON  12:30 PM  -  4:30 PM
Clos e d Ne w  Ye ar’s  Day , Eas te r Sunday , 

Th ank s giving Day  and Ch ris tm as  Day

ADULTS  $7.50  STUDENTS  $6
ACTIVE M ILITARY $6.50
SENIORS  $6.50
Six and unde r Fre e  (fam ily  group )

Atlanta, GA ............. 110 m i
Birm ingh am , AL .....  179  m i
Ch attanooga, TN ...  215 m i
Gre e nville , SC ........  254 m i
M acon, GA .............. 113 m i
M ontgom e ry , AL ......  9 2 m i
Savannah ,Savannah , GA ......... 255 m i
Tallah as s e e , FL ....... 168 m i



Th e Ex h ibits and  Prog ram s th at you’ll encounter 
at th e National C ivil W ar Naval M useum  w ill 
eng ag e you w ith  
little know n and  sur-
p rising  stories of 
one of th e m ost p iv-
otal events in 
U nited  States H is-
tory. Plan your visit 
tod ay  for a d esti-
nation you w on’t 
soon forg et. 

Plan Your Visit Today

                      
                      

      Original Cutte r from  th e  H artford

                                     Cate s by  ap  R. Jone s  CoatPoig nant and  uniq ue item s 
are on d isp lay  th roug h out 
th e M useum ’s g alleries. 
Artifacts from  th e M useum ’s 
collection available for 
p ublic view ing  includ e Sailor 
uniform s, th e frock of a 
Sh ipSh ip ’s Boy, th e coat and  
sw ord  w orn by  Lt. C atesby  
Jones at th e Battle of 
H am p ton R oad s, th e blood  
stained  suit of th e U SS 
O ttawa’s D r. Joh n Luck and  
an actual sh ip ’s cutter from  
th e U SS th e U SS Hartfo rd .

Rare and 
Significant Artifacts

                                         Rive r Blas t M arine  Landing

          
          

          
          

  Th e  Jackson -  original p h oto

Th e National C ivil W ar Naval M useum  offers a w id e 
variety  of events and  tours th roug h out th e year for 
sch ools, g roup s and  th e g eneral p ublic. M useum  
sp ace can also be rented  for m eeting s, box  
lunch es, recep tions and  d inners.

                                         Victorian Ch ris tm as  Program

Tours, Living History 
Programs, Museum Theatre 

and Rentals

                              Th e  Chattahoochee

                                                  Th e  Jackson

Original 7” Brook e  Rifl e

W om e n’s  H is tory  Program

M us e um  Th e atre

R am ble below  d eck on th e fam ed  
U SS Hartfo rd , m oving  th roug h  th e 
Berth  D eck, W ard  R oom  and  
C ap tain’s C abin of Ad m iral D avid  
Farrag ut’s recreated  flag sh ip . 
Th en it’s off to th e R oanoke R iver 
w h ere th e ironclad  C SS Albe-
m arlem arle aw aits its fate from  U SN 
Lt. C ush ing ’s torp ed o boat 
attack.

In th e M ain G allery  th e recreated  turret of th e 
revolutionary  U SS M o n ito r aw aits, bearing  th e 
m arks of battle from  h er fig h t w ith  th e Virg in ia-
M errim ac.

In th e C enter G allery  
view  th e w reckag e of 
th e C hattaho ochee, 
a h ard  luck C onfed -
erate g unboat w h ich   
suffered  a cata-
strop h ic boiler ex
p losion th at claim ed  
19 m en—just th ree 

m onth s after being  launch ed  and  before ever 
seeing  com bat. Sh e w as scuttled  by  h er ow n 
crew  at w ar’s end .

From  th e Observation D eck’s vantag e p oint take in 
th e m ajestic rem ains of th e South ern ironclad  ram  
Jackso n . Orig inally  over four m illion p ound s of 
h eart p ine and  solid  oak encased  in iron, h er h ull is 
p reserved  beneath  a “g h ost structure” fram e 
illustrating  h er orig inal d im ensions—and  h er 19th  
century  version of m od ern com p osite arm or.

Historic Ships
Sail Though Time


